
 

 City of Phoenix Aviation Department  I  skyharbor.com/museum 

 For more information about the Phoenix Airport Museum call 602-273-2744.   

 

Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport has art everywhere, both before and after security.  

Whether you are traveling through or just visiting the airport, an art experience awaits. Refer to this 

Guide to discover the art throughout Terminal 3. Hereôs a sampling of what you can see. 

Pre-Security - No flight ticket necessary 

¶ View a stained-glass wall that once was a ceiling (level 1, east end outdoors) 

¶ Stand under 29-foot-wide aviator sunglasses (level 4, east end) 

¶ Check out current art exhibitions (levels 1, 3 and 4, west end) 

¶ Stroll around the outdoor sculpture garden (level 1, west end outdoors) 

¶ Peek inside an intricate eight-foot-tall wooden sphere (level 4, west end) 

¶ Walk across colorful terrazzo art floors (levels 4 and 5, west end, Sky Train bridge and platform) 

Post-Security ï If youôre flying out, thereôs even more to see 

¶ Be transported as you cross a luminous 193-foot bridge (level 4, north concourse) 

¶ Find calm within the terminalôs ever-changing gallery (level 4, west end) 

¶ Walk across a whimsical art floor (level 4, south concourse) 

The Phoenix Airport Museum is one of the largest and oldest airport art programs in the country with 
art inside, outside, above and below. The Museum showcases Arizonaôs artistic and cultural heritage, 
enhancing visitorsô experiences in Sky Harborôs Terminals and Rental Car Center. Artist-designed 
floors, ceilings and murals as well as themed exhibitions are all part of the experience. 

https://www.skyharbor.com/Museum/Exhibitions/Terminal3


¶ Begin your art adventure on Level 4 in the east arrivals lobby and visit Donald Lipskiôs Aviators, 

the exhibition on view in the display case, and Merrill Mahaffeyôs mural. 

¶ Move on down to Level 1 and admire Ken Toneyôs Stained-Glass mural. 

¶ Enjoy artwork on display in the central niches of Level 1 and visit the exhibition in the west end 

display case. 

¶ Take a stroll outside in the Level 1 sculpture garden. 

¶ Mosey on up to Level 2 to check out the exhibition in the display case. 

¶ Travel to Level 4 and visit Mitch Fryôs sculpture, Jos® Berm¼dezôs copper wall installation, and 

catch a glimpse of the current gallery exhibition before exploring the Sky Train bridge and 

platform. 

Patricia Sannit, Living History of a Wall, reclaimed and found clay, 2019, located in the Terminal 3 

Sculpture Garden, level 1, west end 



The Aviators, 2019, steel, chromed fiberglass, oil on canvas, wood 

You canôt miss Donald Lipskiôs Aviators installed above the east 

arrivals area of the terminal. Celebrating Arizonaôs rich history of 

civil and military aviation, Lipskiôs installation is comprised of 29-

foot-wide steel frames with functioning hinges and vinyl nose pads.  

Aviator sunglasses were contracted by the US military in 1935. 

When pilots ascended into even higher heights in the early 20th 

century, it became paramount to protect pilotôs eyesight from the 

glaring sun and maximize their vision. With lenses that reflect, 

aviatorôs slightly convex design assists with covering the entire field 

of vision, reducing the amount of transmitted visible light from 

entering the eyes. 

From soaring through the skies to fashion statement on the ground, 

Lipskiôs aviators share a piece of American history. 

Behind the aviators is a 90-foot-wide mural that was hand painted 

by father and son team, Chris and Will Kreig. Executed with a 

Surrealism-inspired sky, the mural takes after Ren® Magritteôs 

cloud paintings.  

Ren® Magritte 

La Reconnaissance Infinie (The 

Infinite Recognition), 2010 

Lithograph on Rives BFK paper 

 



Before Security: Check out the newest exhibition on level 4, east end 

Past Exhibition, Intimate and Expansive: Ceramic Art by Tiffany C. Bailey (2019), under Donald Lipskiôs Aviators 

With over 40 display areas around the entire airport system, the Airport Museumôs exhibitions are not 

just within the confines of a gallery space. Located on level 4, the display case on the east end 

below Donald Lipskiôs Aviators presents new exhibitions throughout the year, on view 24/7. Stop 

by to see what is new. 



 

Merrill Mahaffeyôs work celebrates the dramatic and scenic 

landscape for which Arizona is known. His Grand Canyon 

interpretations were often first photographed and sketched on 

his many Colorado River rafting excursions and trail hikes. 

Inviting the viewer to get lost within his monumental pieces, 

Mahaffey reminds us of the magic Arizonaôs nature holds.   

Can you catch the similarities between this image of Bright 

Angel Point and Mahaffeyôs mural? 

Merrill Mahaffey, The Ultimate Landscape, View from Bright Angel Point, 1979, acrylic on unprimed canvas 

Image of Bright Angel Point, North Rim, U.S. National 

Park Service, 2022 

 

Originally commissioned for Terminal 3 in 1979, this large-scale painting has been on quite the 

adventure. In 2016, the piece was deinstalled in preparation for the modernization of the terminal. 

The mural returned in 2018 to itôs new place in the east arrivals lobby.  

Art Handlers deinstalling the mural from the 

terminal 3, level 2 atrium, 2016 

Art Handlers installing the mural in terminal 3, 

level 4 arrivalôs lobby, 2018 



Toneyôs glass installation used to be a ceiling 

above the escalators. Spanning 1400-square-

feet, the ceiling adorned Terminal 3 from when 

it opened in 1979 to its modernization in late 

2016. Repurposed into a new stained glass 

wall, the panels remain in the same 

symmetrical composition, now serving as a 

wayfinding work viewable from the outside. 

Begin your tour with Ken Toneyôs 

architecturally-integrated stained glass mural. 

Reflecting light through the east arrivals plaza 

on the north curb of terminal 3, this artwork 

catches the attention of passing visitors and 

vehicles. Spending 35 years in the stained 

glass business, Toney is known for creating 

uniquely designed windows in various Phoenix

-area churches and the original Maricopa 

County Courthouse.  

Toney uses Dalle de verre, or 

slab glass in his work, which is 

a substantial and durable 

material. Produced by casting 

molten glass into 1-inch-thick 

slabs that are 8 x 12 inches, the 

edges are purposefully chipped 

and faceted to invite reflection 

and increase refractions of light 

passing through. Epoxy, silica 

and aggregate is poured 

between the slabs of glass to 

strongly adhere them together.  

 

Before Security: stained glass mural on the 

 north side, east end, level 1 - door 11 

Terminal 3, 1979 



Before Security: two-dimensional artworks on display in the center of level 1 

Artist Spotlight Exhibition featuring the work of Bill Schenck. 

 

When we tell you we have art everywhere, we 

mean everywhere. Stop by the Artist 

Spotlight on level 1 located between the 

baggage claim and ticketing counters. Learn 

about the artist we are currently highlighting 

from the Museumôs collection.   



Before Security: Check out the newest exhibition on level 1, west end 

Did you know that the Airport Museum has a collection of over 900 artworks? 

Another exhibition awaits in the west end, level 1 display case. Enjoy what is new 

before heading outside to the Sculpture Garden. 

Past Exhibition, You Scream, I Scream, We all Scream by Max Lehman, 2021 



Mary Bates Neubauer, Blue Sorghum 2003, cast bronze 

Patricia Sannit, Living History of a Wall, reclaimed and found clay, 2019 

Resembling the rocks that surround it, Patricia Sannitôs Living History of a Wall creates 

associations between natural and made objects. Look closely to see Sannitôs use of the sgraffito 

technique, where she scratches through the surface of clay slip to reveal a different color beneath.  

ñI add symbols of cultureðpatterns, maps, and alphabets, to my broken chunks of clay and salvaged 

bits, and watch as these are worn away by natural processes.ò 

At the base of a tall, lean saguaro lies Mary Bates Neubauerôs 

Blue Sorghum. Resembling a giant seed pod, the sculpture 

focuses on the hidden aspects of our surroundings.  

Standing tall among the saguaros is Gary Slaterôs 16-foot sculpture, Trimeton. 

Slaterôs sculptures are graceful abstractions inspired by the southwest. 

Originally copper-plated and located indoors, Trimeton received a rust patina 

makeover for its placement in the Arizona sun.  

Gary Slater, Trimeton, 1979, metal with rust patina 

 

After passing through level 1 of the terminal, go outside and take a stroll through the 

sculpture garden before taking the escalator to level 2. The remodeling of Terminal 3 

in 2016 included a new desert-themed garden area complete with sculptures to enhance 

the space. Created as an opportunity for respite and fresh air, the sculpture garden 

invites visitors to walk through a selection of Arizonaôs native desert plants alongside 

works from the Phoenix Airport Museumôs collection.  

Before Security: located outside on the west end of level 1 



Michael Andersonôs creative process usually starts with a maquette, 

only one to two feet high, before he embarks on creating a larger 

sculpture.  

Most recognized for his works in steel, he shares, ñMy purpose is to lift 

and build up the persons that view my work, and through the visual 

senses, bring out the positive aspects of life.ò What does Turning Point 

remind you of? 

Michael Anderson, Turning Point, 2019,  steel 

and rust finish 

Kevin Berry, Embrace, 1991, bronze 

Greg Wenz, Bloom, 2004, glazed stoneware 

Rising from the rocks, Bloomôs brightly colored glaze cannot be missed. Greg Wenz creates 

stylized versions of flora we encounter in Arizona. What desert plant does this piece remind 

you of?  

Inspired by desert flora, Kevin Berryôs Embrace is an enlarged version 

of a devilôs claw seed pod. Used by various Indigenous groups in 

basketry, devilôs claw is a strong yet flexible fiber when soaked in water 

and stripped into long strands that provide a black colorant. Possessing 

a high heat tolerance and requiring little water, the seed pod sculptureôs 

placement in the outdoors is fitting for this plant form that grows wild in 

the Sonoran desert.  

Before Security: located outside on the west end of level 1 



Past Exhibition, Animals at the Airport, 2020 

Past Exhibition, Art on Deck (2021) featuring DiôOrr Greenwoodôs Travelling Monarch Popsicle Board, Heirloom 

Star Longboard, and Honeysuckle Hummingbird Longboard, Toybox Monsterôs Vulture, Carson Smithôs Cowgirl, James 

Johnsonôs Bear Mother  

 

Before Security: Check out the newest exhibition on level 2, west end 

Learn about the many forms that art can take in the exhibition displayed on level 2. From skate 

decks to ceramic pets, discover pieces from the Phoenix Airport Museumôs collection, or on 

loan from local artists. 
























