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22 Pocket Space

WHAT IS A 
POCKET SPACE?
A POCKET SPACE IS:

•	 Small-sized, short-term noise lot activation

•	 2 or more lots, average 0.5 acres +/- size

•	 Created and built by the community

•	 May be a Cultural Corridor “branch” or  
“stopping point”

•	 May attract investments in infrastructure, 
neighborhood revitalization, and long-term 
development

THE SITE: YUMA STREET

PRELIMINARY PLAN BY NUESTRO BARRIO UNIDOS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

SITE LOCATION

2

COMMUNITY BENEFITS:  
•	   Enrich the neighborhood experience

•	   Provide safe environments for all

•	   Short or long-term temporary uses

•	   Inform and connect to history

•	   Complement the Cultural Corridor

CONSIDERATIONS:
•	   Responsible Organization 

•	   Zoning and Permitting

•	   Infrastructure and Utilities

•	   Construction and  Maintenance Cost

•	   Funding

Key Map
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Pocket Space

Civic Art

Xeriscaping
Xeriscaping

Intermittent Solid And View Fencing With Murals

Gate to Mural Alley for American Disabilities Act (ADA) Access

Fence and Gated/Lockable Entries

Yuma St Raised Crosswalk

Tree Grove

Tree Grove

Decorative 
Gravel Band Decorative 

Gravel Mulch

Decorative 
Gravel Mulch

Memorial
Plaza

Memorial
Seating

Low
Shrubs

Pedestrian 
Lighting

Special 
Paving

Special 
Paving

YUMA STREET POCKET SPACE CONCEPT
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OVERVIEW:

MEMORIAL SEATINGAMENITIES GROUND COVER CIVIC ARTVEGETATIONBLOCK WALL
Seating can double as 
memorial element with 
engraving

Utilize trash 
receptacles to aid in 
keeping the park clean

Drought tolerant 
ground cover for 
added texture

Sculptural art from 
local artists to 
enliven the space

Low maintenance 
drought tolerant 
landscaping

Create added 
safety by allowing 
visibility

Before

The Yuma Street Pocket Space 
creates a beautified venue for 
locals to come together and 
honor their shared history 
and commemorate local 
residents.

POCKET SPACE: 
CONTEMPLATIVE SPACE

SPARK AREA 3

Yuma St Pocket Space

CULTURAL CORRIDOR 

CU
LTU

RAL CO
RRIDO

R
 

Key Map

Silvestre S. Herrera School

GateWay 
Community 
College

Sacred Heart Church

Buckeye Rd

E Pima Rd

E Papago St

E Yavapai St

S 12th St

S 11th St

S 10th St

S 9th St

Yuma St

N
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Pocket Space

OVERVIEW:

PED. LIGHTINGPAVING INSTALLATIONMURALS VEGETATIONGRAVEL

YUMA STREET POCKET SPACE

ALLEY AND SIDE BLOCK WALL:

B L O C K  W A L L  W I T H  M U R A L S

O R I G I N A L  P R O P O S E D  T R A N S P A R E N T  B L O C K  W A L L

R E C O M M E N D  T H I S  W A L L  B E  S E M I - T R A N S P A R E N T   W I T H  V I S I B I L I T Y  T O  T H E  A L L E Y. 
M U R A L S  C A N  B E  A T T A C H E D  O R  P A I N T E D  D I R E C T L Y  O N .

N

Integrate lighting for a 
safe pedestrian friendly 
environment

Stabilized granite is 
ADA compliant and 
cost effective

Green wall beautifies 
and creates wall 
variation

Story-telling murals 
celebrating past and 
present residents

Low maintenance 
drought tolerant 
landscaping

Decorative gravel 
for added visual 
interest

Before

The alleyway aids in 
pedestrian comfort creating 
a transitional space that is 
convenient, attractive, and 
also a safe passageway for 
the students of Silvestre S. 
Herrera School.

POCKET SPACE: 
ART ALLEY 

SPARK AREA 3

Yuma St Pocket Space

CULTURAL CORRIDOR 

CU
LTU

RAL CO
RRIDO

R
 

Key Map

Silvestre S. Herrera School

GateWay 
Community 
College

Sacred Heart Church

Buckeye Rd

E Pima Rd

E Papago St

E Yavapai St

S 12th St

S 11th St

S 10th St

S 9th St

Yuma St

N
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TREE GROVE STONE PAVERS FENCE BOLLARDSMEMORIALXERISCAPE

YUMA STREET POCKET SPACE

YUMA STREET FENCING:

 L O W  I R O N  F E N C E

L O C K A B L E  G A T E S

N

R E C O M M E N D  T H I S  F E N C E  B E  L O W  A N D  W E L C O M I N G 
T O  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D  W I T H  H I G H  V I S I B I L I T Y.

Grove enclosed plaza, 
creating shade and 
intimate seating area

Create unique paving 
pattern for seating 
area

Fence with gated 
entry for added 
safety

Path lighting for 
added safety and 
ambiance

Seating can double 
as memorial element 
with engraving

Low maintenance 
desert planting

Before

The Yuma Street Pocket 
Space will serve as a passive 
recreation space for locals 
enhancing civic pride and 
creating a “stopping point” to 
showcase local history.

POCKET SPACE:  
MEMORIAL CIRCLE

SPARK AREA 3

Yuma St Pocket Space

CULTURAL CORRIDOR

CU
LTU

RAL CO
RRIDO

R

Key Map

Silvestre S. Herrera School

GateWay 
Community 
College

Sacred Heart Church

Buckeye Rd

E Pima Rd

E Papago St

E Yavapai St

S 12th St

S 11th St

S 10th St

S 9th St

Yuma St

N

OVERVIEW:
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Pocket Space

C U LT U R A L  C O R R I D O R

Lifelong Hero

As a Mexican national, Silvestre did not owe military service to the United States. 

But as he later explained in an interview: “I thought, I’m going anyway. I didn’t want 

anyone to die in my place…I felt that I had my adopted country that had been so 

nice to me. I thought, I have an American wife and the kids and one on the way.” He 

joined the Texas National Guard, 36th Infantry Division, to train for combat in 

Europe. His unit became one of the �rst deployed to Europe from the U.S. 

On March 15, 1945, Private First Class (PFC) Herrera’s platoon came under machine 

gun �re near Mertzwiller, France. As the rest of the unit took cover, Herrera made a 

one-man frontal assault on a strongpoint and captured eight enemy soldiers. When 

his platoon resumed its advance and was subjected to �re from a second 

strongpoint beyond a mine �eld, PFC Herrera again moved forward, disregarding 

the danger posed by the mines, to attack the position. He stepped on a mine, 

severing both feet. Despite his injuries, he pinned down the enemy with accurate 

ri�e �re while a squad �anked and captured the enemy gunner. 

He is the only person to earn both medals. Silvestre was discharged

in 1946 with the rank of sergeant and full U.S. citizenship. After the war, he worked 

as an artisan in leather and silver. Equally proud of his Mexican heritage and 

adopted country, he spoke passionately at schools and service clubs about the 

privileges of United States citizenship. A true Arizona legend, Silvestre Herrera died 

peacefully

in his sleep at the age of 84.

C U LT U R A L

C O R R I D O R

H E R O I S M  Z O N E
S I LV E S T R E  H E R R E R A

C U LT U R A L

C O R R I D O R

H E R O I S M  Z O N E
S ILVESTRE S .  HERRERA

C U LT U R A L

C O R R I D O R

PED. LIGHTINGFENCE XERISCAPECROSSWALKCIVIC ART

YUMA STREET POCKET SPACE

YUMA STREET FENCING:

 L O W  I R O N  F E N C E

L O C K A B L E  G A T E S

N

R E C O M M E N D  T H I S  F E N C E  B E  L O W  A N D  W E L C O M I N G 
T O  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D  W I T H  H I G H  V I S I B I L I T Y.

Encourage lingering 
and relaxation with 
ample furniture

Fence with gated 
entry for added 
safety

Low maintenance 
desert planting

For additional 
information 
please visit the 
Cultural Corridor 
Framework, 
Design Guidelines 
& Action Plan. 

Raised crosswalk and 
special paving for 
pedestrian safety

Sculptural art from 
local artists to 
enliven the space

Before

A specially paved crosswalk 
providing safe pedestrian 
access to the Yuma Street 
Pocket Space while doubling as 
a traffic calming device for the 
neighborhood. 

POCKET SPACE:  
YUMA STREET CULTURAL CORRIDOR LINK

SPARK AREA 3

Yuma St Pocket Space

CULTURAL CORRIDOR 

CU
LTU

RAL CO
RRIDO

R
 

Key Map

Silvestre S. Herrera School

GateWay 
Community 
College

Sacred Heart Church

Buckeye Rd

E Pima Rd

E Papago St

E Yavapai St

S 12th St

S 11th St

S 10th St

S 9th St

Yuma St

N

OVERVIEW:
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YUMA STREET 
FENCING

N

Fence to be low and welcoming to the neighborhood 
with high visibility.

DECORATIVE ART IRON FENCE

LOCKABLE GATES
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Pocket Space 9

STABILIZED 
GRANITE PATH

N

Stabilized granite walkway is Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant and cost effective.

WALKING PATH PAVERS

STABILIZED GRANITE WALKING PATH
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CIRCULAR NODE 
PAVING

A variety of treatments are available to create 
nodes.

STONE / PAVERS

STONE / PAVERS

N
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Pocket Space

SEAT WALLS

Masonry seating walls with memorial markers.

PROPOSED COMMEMORATIVE USE

ORIGINAL PROPOSED STONE SEAT WALLS

N
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ALLEY AND SIDE 
BLOCK WALL

This wall would be semi-transparent with visibility to 
the alley. Murals can be attached or painted directly 
on the wall.

 BLOCK WALL WITH MURALS

SOLID WALL
SEMI-TRANSPARENT WALL

PROPOSED TRANSPARENT BLOCK WALL

N
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Pocket Space

ART PANEL / 
MURAL

Art panel or murals can be commemorative and 
create eye-catching visual effects and tell the 
story of the Nuestros Barrio Unidos Neighborhood 
Association.

UNIQUE MURAL WALLS (south side)

ALTERNATIVE STONE WALL ART

N
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LIGHTING

A combination of decorative pedestrian lighting and 
bollard lighting on path.

PATH LIGHTING

PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING

N
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Pocket Space

CONCRETE PAVERS GRAVEL 2

GRAVEL 3

GRAVEL 4

STABILIZED 
GRANITE OR 

CONCRETE PAVERS

MATERIALS 
PALETTE

N
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Civic Art

Xeriscaping
Xeriscaping

Intermittent Solid And View Fencing With Murals

Fence and Gated/Lockable Entries

Yuma St Raised Crosswalk

Tree Grove

Tree Grove

Decorative 
Gravel Band Decorative 

Gravel Mulch

Decorative 
Gravel Mulch

Memorial
Plaza

Memorial
Seating

Low
Shrubs

Pedestrian 
Lighting

Special 
Paving

Special 
Paving

STORM WATER RETENTION
Will need approximately 2,500 SF 
of Storm Water Retention. Basin 
assumed to be 9" deep.

STORM WATER RETENTION

Gate to Mural Alley for American Disabilities Act (ADA) Access
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Pocket Space

ITEM                                  	            COST           
Paths, Circles, & Seat Walls

Lighting

Front Fence

Block Wall

Decorative Gravel

Trees & Shrubs

TOTAL

ITEM                                  	            COST           
Off-Site Street & Sidewalk

Off-Site Crosswalk

TOTAL

$45,000

$65,000

$20,000

$60,000

$75,000

$20,000

$285,000

$145,000

$75,000

$220,000

ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE COST

ESTIMATE OF OFF-SITE CONSTRUCTION

COST ESTIMATES 

Note: Does not include cost of alley improvements or the southside 	
alley wall
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PROCESS

YUMA POCKET PARK

N A T I V E N A T U R A L  S T O N E

S H A D E  B O S Q U E

D R O U G H T  T O L E R A N T

G R AV E L  W I T H  S H A D E 
T R E E S

LANDSCAPE PLANTING CHARACTER:

HOW TO MOVE A POCKET SPACE IDEA FORWARD

Community members draw 
a preliminary idea for a 
pocket space. 

Start With An Idea1

Make It Happen
Community members use the design 
package to seek funding and support.

Ask For Input
Community members partner/
consult with a designer to develop 
and visualize the concept.

Refine The Idea Together
Community members refine the 
selected concept. The designer adds a 
materials palette and rough costs. 

ITEM                                          COST    
Paths, Circles, Seat Walls
Lighting
Front Fence
Block Wall
Decorative Gravel
Trees and Shrubs
TOTAL

$45,000
$65,000
$20,000
$60,000
$75,000
$20,000
$285,000

ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE COST3

4

2 OPTION 1 OPTION 2
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Pocket Space

NEXT STEPS TOWARD IMPLEMENTATION
WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO GET THIS BUILT?

These steps toward implementation provide a step-by-step road map to successfully implement and execute the development of a pocket space. These steps are intended to be 
used and refined by members of the community who are interested in developing a pocket space or similar type of interim use on noise parcels.

Step 1:
Prepare a “marketing piece” to aid in securing funding for design, construction, and maintenance of the Pocket Space (e.g., the Concept Design 
Package for the Yuma Street Pocket Space)  

Step 2:
Contact the City’s Neighborhood Resources Department NSD and the offices of elected local representatives for assistance in identifying 
potential non-profit and philanthropic resources

OVERSIGHT & MANAGEMENT

Step 1:
Determine the entity responsible for oversight of the pocket space, including fundraising, design, construction and management; this entity will 
sign the land lease, property maintenance agreement, etc. 

Step 2:
Consider partnering with an established organization familiar with the development and management of neighborhood outdoor spaces, and 
understands City and local utility processes and procedures 

Step 3:
Negotiate and sign the land lease and a property maintenance agreement with the Aviation Department

Step 3:
Identify and reach out to potential funding sources and other resources with capacity to assist with project development and management, 
including non-profit community development organizations

PARTNERSHIPS & FUNDING
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Step 1:
Identify a design consultant to work with the neighborhood to further develop and coordinate the design and construction of the Pocket Space, 
including production of construction documentation and submittal for City approvals 

Step 2:
Research and report on archaeological, environmental, and infrastructure impacts and needs, including “green” infrastructure enhancements 
that may reduce long-term maintenance and water costs 

CITY COLLABORATION

Step 1:
Work with the City’s Neighborhood Services Department (NSD) to identify City resources available to support development and management of 
the Pocket Space

Step 2:
Identify and coordinate with other City Departments (e.g., Public Works, Streets, Planning & Development) and local utilities that will be 
involved in the development and management of the Pocket Space

Step 3:
Coordinate with City Planning & Development to secure zoning that will accommodate temporary lot use, including the proposed Pocket Space

Step 3:
Refine the design concept in accordance with identified archaeological, environmental and infrastructure demands, and in response to specific 
neighborhood inputs and needs

SITE DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
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Pocket Space

THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK



PREPARED FOR

WITH

PLAN BY

CallisonRTKL Inc. -- Planning & 
Urban Design
Los Angeles, CA

CallisonRTKL Inc. -- The 
Environmental Studio
Los Angeles, CA

ARCADIS US, Inc.
Phoenix, AZ

Crowdbrite
Reno, NV

Elliott D. Pollack & Company 
(EDPCO)
Scottsdale, AZ

MakPro Services, LLC.
Mesa, AZ

MXD Development Strategists, Ltd.
Vancouver, BC, CA

Phoenix Revitalization Corporation
Phoenix, AZ

PLAN*et Communities PLLC
Phoenix, AZ

The CK Group, Inc.
Phoenix, AZ

City of Phoenix 
Aviation Department

Community groups, residents, 
businesses, schools, 

property owners, non-profit 
organizations, and other 

stakeholders within the LRS 
planning area.

funded by
the FAA’s Pilot Program for Redevelopment of Airport Properties (Acquired Noise Land) grant 

and  
the City of Phoenix Aviation Department

Community outreach, research, and stakeholder engagement conducted to develop this publication was




