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What Defines Your Community?
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Please write down on the notecards the future that you envision for the planning area.

The table leader will collect the cards and paste below.

STEP      Of the options shown, pick your favorite option and paste it to your tapestry.

STEP      Use your image cards to identify the culture, buildings, and landscape that are most important to your group 

STEP      Use the stickers, markers, and post-Its to mark up your preferred plan.

PHX | LAND REUSE STRATEGY
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• Actual size 4”x4“
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Ann Ott School (now the Rio Salado College Ann Ott Adult Learning Center) at 1801 South 12th Street. Ann Ott, first and only principal of Stevenson School, points out to Mrs.

Thelma Driscoll, kindergarten teacher, the area in which cotton stood when she started at Stevenson in 1929.
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•	 English
•	 Actual size 4”x4“
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Noah Billings (seen in lower left and upper right) founded Food City, now a chain owned by Bashas’.  The original store (to left) was at 1648 South 16th Street.  The later store (to right) 

was at 1112 South 16th Street. The markets were particularly popular with Hispanic residents of Phoenix, and Billings responded by adding tortillerias and Mexican food products.
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Father Albert Braun O.F.M.
(1889–1983)

Few individuals had a greater impact 
on this area during the mid-twentieth 
century than Father Albert Braun. His 

role in the Sacred Heart 
Parish gave cohesion and 
strength to its largely 
Hispanic population. 
In a career dedicated to 
assistance and activism, 
Father Albert fostered a 
sense of community among 
the people he served.

Father Albert was a 
decorated hero of two 
world wars and a seasoned 
missionary by the time he 
arrived in Phoenix. Born 
John William Braun, 
he received the name 
Albert upon entering the 
Franciscan Order. His first 
missionary assignment 
was among the Apache of 
Mescalero, New Mexico. 

In 1918, he volunteered as an Army 
Chaplain, seeing action in one of the 
bloodiest battles fought by American 
troops in World War I. During the battle 
of Saint-Mihiel (France), he advanced 
with the front line and was wounded, 
but continued ministering to the injured 

and dying until 
the long battle 
ended. After the 
war, he returned 
to Mescalero, 
where he built 
St. Joseph’s 
Church.

As a commissioned 
officer in the Army 
Reserves, he was 
called to active duty in 
1940. He was serving 
in the Philippines 
during World War II 
when American forces 
withdrew in 1942. 
He spent the next 40 
months at prisoner-of-
war camps. Defying 
his Japanese captors, 

he secured food and medical supplies for fellow 
prisoners, tended to their spiritual needs, and 
saw that the remains of the dead were properly 
handled. His weight decreased from 195 to
115 pounds as he endured beatings, hunger, 
and disease.

In 1952, Catholic volunteers known as the 
Sacred Heart Workers recruited Father Albert 
to help Phoenix’s Golden Gate Barrio build a 
neighborhood church. Braun and his volunteer 
corps soon broke ground near the northeast 
corner of 16th Street and Buckeye Road; in 
1956, the Sacred Heart Church was dedicated.

Father Albert Braun receiving the Silver Star from 

General Jonathan Wainright, 1947 (courtesy Frank M. 

Barrios).
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Father Albert Braun, second from left, meeting with other neighborhood 

leaders of the Golden Gate Barrio (courtesy Frank M. Barrios). 
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John W. Lewis
(1877–1960)

Phoenix in the first half of the twentieth 
century was marked by rampant 
discrimination. Minorities were 

segregated from Anglos in housing, restaurants, 
theaters, hospitals, schools, hotels, swimming 
pools, and clubs. Hispanic-Americans were 
among the victims of such exclusionary 
practices.

John Woods Lewis was one individual who 
worked to reverse that trend. Lewis was the 
primary promoter of the Lewis Park and Lewis 
Park Annex subdivisions in what became the 
Cuatro Milpas Barrio, a Mexican-American 
neighborhood. 

Lewis developed an inclusive view of society 
through a childhood enriched by Hispanic 
people, culture, and language. He was born in 
Albuquerque to an Anglo father and a Latina 
mother. His bilingual family background 
fostered language skills that served him well 
through life. As a young man, he worked 
as an interpreter for the government. Later, 

in Phoenix, he 
opened the Eagle 
Employment 
Agency, a company 
that specialized 
in helping field 
workers find jobs 
on Salt River Valley 
farms.

John’s main 
occupation, 
however, was in 
real estate. He 
realized that many 
subdivisions in 
Phoenix barred 
Hispanics (among 
other minorities) 
from owning 
or even renting 
houses. Sensing a need to help a growing 
segment of the population achieve home 
ownership, he urged his extended family to 
create a special subdivision on land between 
13th Street, 14th Street, Buckeye Road, and 
Pima Street (see locational map, inside front 
cover, site #12). Named Lewis Park, the 1926 

subdivision was created 
exclusively for Hispanic 
people. Its plat stated, 
“the ownership and 
tenancy of said Lewis 
Park shall be restricted 
to persons of Spanish-
American descent.” 

Lewis Park found a 
receptive clientele and 
enjoyed brisk sales. It 
became the core of a 
larger neighborhood 
called Las Cuatro 
Milpas (“the four 
cornfields”) by 
Hispanic-Americans 
who settled there. Two 
stories recall how the 
barrio got its name. The 

more accepted view is that the term referred 
to four fields that had once been farmed by 
Mexican families.

An alternative view is that Las Cuatro Milpas 
was named after a popular 1937 Spanish-
language movie that celebrated rural Mexican 

18   Seeds of Growth: Neighborhoods on the Salt River Floodplain

John W. and Enriquetta Lewis in the 1950s (courtesy Jon 

Gerdemann).
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• Interactive Exercise
• Which locations? 
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• Introduction of Spark Area and       
   Block Plan concepts
• Land development scenarios 
• Attract responsible development

Fall ‘18

TAC
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Community representatives from planning area and 
stakeholders with a specific expertise in implementing  
one of our 3 goals
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