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City of Phoenix

AVIATION DEPARTMENT
PLANNING & ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION

January 12, 2018

Mr. Kyler Erhard

Lead Program Manager
Federal Aviation Administration
Phoenix Airports District Office
3800 N Central Avenue

Suite 1025, 10th Floor
Phoenix, AZ 85012

PHX Land Reuse Strategy
Kyler,

We are excited to finally submit the PHX Land Reuse Strategy (LRS), the two-year community-driven
planning framework for Sky Harbor Noise Land (both AIP and PFC parcels) west of the airport. The
2-square mile planning area is divided by geography (North, Central and South), with each area
having unique community goals. The majority of the 743 Noise Land parcels are in the Central
area. The Noise Land is separated from the airport by existing private development, airport
business parks, streets and interstate highways. The Aviation Department’s sole purpose in drafting
this plan was to solicit community guidance towards acceptable future land uses for PHX Noise
Land, a critical first-step prior to implementing the FAA’s Pilot Study Grant for Noise Land
Redevelopment previously awarded to PHX.

FAA may electronically access the Land Reuse Strategy here:
https://www.skyharbor.com/LandReuseStrategyPhasel/reports

In forwarding the LRS to FAA for review, the City Council recommended the submittal include the
additional recommendations of the Nuestro Barrio Unidos Neighborhood Association and a proposal to
create the “Father Albert Braun O.F.M. Veterans Memorial District” in the planning area. These
recommendations are attached. Thank you again for this opportunity to share the numerous lessons-
learned through our joint planning process for Noise Land redevelopment. Please let me know at
your convenience if you would like hard copies as we're happy to provide those. I look forward to
discussing the FAA's review and next steps.

Respectfully,

Jordan D. Feld, CM, AICP
Deputy Aviation Director - Planning & Environmental

cc James Bennett encl Nuestro Barrio Unidos NA Recommendations
Deborah Ostreicher Father Albert Braun Veterans Memorial District Proposal
Courtney Carter
I A —_ —
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Nuestro Barrio Unidos Neighborhood Association Recommendations



November 1, 2017
Dear Downtown, Aviation, Economy and Innovation Subcommittee Members.

The Nuestro Barrio Unidos Neighborhood Association ask this committee, Aviation,
Economy and Innovation Subcommittee to accept the Nuestro Barrio Unidos
Neighborhood Association Land Re-Use proposal that was formally submitted to this
committee first on October 4, 2017. We ask this committee to make a motion to include
the Nuestro Barrio Unidos Land Re-Use proposal as an addendum to the City of Phoenix
Aviation Land Re-Use proposal to be submitted to the FAA.

‘Thank You
Nuestro Barrio Unidos Neighborhood Association



October 4, 2017
Dear Downtown, Aviation, Economy and Innovation Subcommittee Members,

First, thank you for the opportunity to submit the Nuestro Barrio Community Land Reuse Core Village Concept;
while it is not complete, it accurately captures and reflects the requests and needs of the community. Ths
Nuestro Barrio Community and Neighborhood Association addresses and only speaks for the Central Area of
the City Aviation Land Reuse Project.

Over the past decade and a half, the families in Central Area have experienced emotional fatigue, weariness
and strass while the City of Phoenix Voluntary Acquisition and Relocation Services (VARS) program provided
farnilies with an opportunity to relocate and also purchased vacant lots. The program acquired a total of 560
parcels (homes and vacant lots) in the Central Area. The Central Area accounted for 75.4% of the total overall
nareels purchased versus 6.3% for the North Area and 18.3% for the South Area. The approximate remaining
419 qualified parcels in the Central area that met the VARS program guidelines didn't sell to the City of Phoenix
YARS program. The City of Phoenix Land Reuse proposal has not identified the best interest of the Nuestro
Barrio Commurity in Central Area.

It is the opinion of the families and communities, represented today by the Nuestro Bartio Neighborhood
Association, that the Land Reuse Proposal presented today by the City Aviation representatives is not in the
best interest of the families and communities that still live in the community. Our opposition has been formatly
simted Qr numerous occasions, one such occasion was Aprit 10; 20‘17 atthe Central City Village planning
comimittes Meeting.

June 2002 VARS program was approved by City of Phoenix Council for approximately 1,100 qualifying parcels.
On August 2008 City of Phoenix Sky Harbor Intemational Airport was required to submit an lnveniory of the
roiss land Reuse acquired VARS parcels to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) "As of August 15, 2008
the VARS documented the purchase of 56 residentiat parcels. February 5, 2009 Nuestro Barrio sormmunity
residens Beoame impatient and tired with VARS program progress and met with Gouncilman Michae! Johnsan
{0 zaidress concams to the slow movemsant of acquisitions and a plan for revitalization to Nuestro Barrio
refunburiwods, Buckeye Road o the North, Maricopa Freeway to the south, 1 6" Street to the East and 7
Sheet to the Wast. Existing infrastructures needed immediate attention and improvernents for remaining
residence still fiving in the neighborhoods. Councilman Johnson response was not to do anything until VARES
pragram ended. The VARS program would come to rest on June 2016 after last demolition of acquired histaric
home acquired by the VARS program that remained standing for 10yrs only to be demolished WlthOUl trterasi
of tha City of Phoenix for saving the home.

Discussion foday regarding the land reuse parcels has always been topic of concern with’both Nuaestro Barrio
Gommunity and City of Phoenix. July 15, 1892 City of Phoenix Planning Gommission chairpersurn Stardags-
Beler addressed problems of spot zoning and a fot of land use problems to fransition zoning parcels urnder
Nuestro Pian. July 22, 1992 City of Phoenix Plarning Commission meeting regarding the plan for Nuestro
Barrio states. implementation of this plan will require coordination among the commiunity residents, private
organizations, and the City of Phoenix. The plan should be periodically reviewed and updated in order to
resporid t¢ changing issues and conditions of the neighborhoods. False identity of representation that the
community neighborhoods were 100% willing to move out of the community this has been underestinated and
misleading through the last 2 decades.

The impoitance of commuhica’tion to work for what is best for the Nuestro Barrio community has not peen
recognized. The residents that siill remain in the neighbortiood deserve the right to keep their neighborhood
and not continue to fall victims to the City of Phoenix miss management of the VARS program.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this very personat and sensitive mafter and the Nuestro Bario
Community and Association continue to look forward to working with the City and various departments toward a
successful Land Reuse and Neighborhood Revitalizetion.

Nuestro Barrio Neighborhood Assotiation






“Father Albert Braun O.F.M. Veterans Memorial District” Proposal



To : City of Phoenix, Aviation Sub-Committee; Chair, Councilman Daniel Valenzuela, Vice-Mayor Laura
Pastor, Councilwoman Thelda Williams and Councilman Michael Nowakowski

From: Dr. Juan M. Gurule and Patricia M. Gu‘rule, Land RéUSé-Stakeholders, property owners and “Father
Albert Braun O.F.M, Veterans Memorial District: Placita de Veteranos Y Artistas (April 11, 2016)
Appendix |

Date: November 1, 2017

Re; “Father Albert Braun 0.F.M, Veterans Memorial District: Request attached amendments to Land
Reuse Final Report; Appendix |

City of Phoenix Aviation Sub-Committee, we were advised by Mr. Courtney Carter, Aviation Department
(email 10/30/2017) to submit to you the update amendments to be attached to our existing proposed
document, Appendix | Land Reuse Final Report. A brief overvnew of these amendments was presented
to the Aviation Sub-Committee on October 4, 2017. it should be noted and evident that the Unified"
Arizona Veterans orgamzation a consortium of fifty-five Veterans Serwce organizations, submitted a
letter of support for this initiative to Councilman Danigl Valénzuela, September 1, 2017.

The amendments provide an overview of an'interactive historical/memorialization of the Central Land

- Reuse area. It proposed on the North side of Buckeye Road the presence of statues on 7% Street, 10

Street, and 16 Street of Dolores-Huerta, Cesar Chavez, Adam Diaz and Fathér Albert Braun O.F.M. The
South side of Buckeye Road would have the presence of statues on 7* Street, 11™ Street and 16" Street
of Congressional Medal of Honor recipients Jose Francisco Jimenez, Silvestre Herrera and Oscar Austin.

The Father Albert Braun O.F.M. Veterans Memorial District was presented to the Economic
Development Director and staff of Chicanos Por La Causa on October 12. The specific dlSCUSSIOl’I
addressed our proposal of A Heritage Forum of Honor illuminating the attributes of our ‘Arizona
Congressional Medal of Honor recipients adjacent to a 200+ seat Children’s Edu_catl‘o'nv/ Performing Arts
Theatre/Auditorium, retail, Artist Corridor and Marketplace which conceptually was initially submitted
on April 11,2016 and part\of Appendix |, Land Reuse Report, .

The Father Albert Braun Veterans Memborial District recognizes, Father Albert Braun O.F. M., the iconic
WWI & WWII hero and developer of the Sacred Heart Parish and barrios/neighborhoods on the Salt
River Floodplain. It proposes to strengthen and stabilize existing neighborhoods, create a senise of
identity, change perceptions and expand economic opportunities.

The specific postulates and bénefits of the Father Albert Braun Veterans Memorial District are:

o It proposes to reassemble and revitalize the rich hlstory of Sacred Heart Parish, Veterans, and all
barrios/neighbarhoods on the Salt River Floodplain ’

o It provides a comprehensive master plan for the historical/cultural interaction for present
residents, veterans, displaced 'residénts, City of Phoenix and future generations

o ltcreatesa Heritage Forum of Honor/centerpiece to illuminate the contributions of our
Veterans, especially, Arizona Congressional Medal of Honor recipients



e |t provides connectivity from the historic barrids Sacred Heart Parish, Veterans and
neighborhoods on the Salt River Floodplain to the downtown Phoenix area and Sky Harbor
International Airport

e |t creates a public realm of a 200+ seat Chlldren s Education/Performing Arts
Theater/Auditorium, retail, marketplace, blke/walkmg paths, artist corridor and celebration of
barrio life

e [t creates a new economic stimulus engine: live-work-play environment, tourist destlnatlon,
employment, tax revenues and neighborhood revitalization, -

In summary, the amendments you have been provided need to be attached to the Father Albert Braun
0.F.M. Veterans Memorial District proposal, Land Reuse Final Report; Appendix I,

Respectfully,

Mrs. Patricia & Dr. Juan Gurule ' <

“Father Albert_.Braun Veterans Memorial District”

Cc. Councilwoman Kate Gallego, Clty of Phoenix
James Bennett City of Phoenix, Aviation Director

Jordan Feld, City of Phoenix, Deputy Aviation Director
. (;-. .

Attachments
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Uniriep ARrizona VETERANS

Post Office Box 34338
Phoenix, AZ 85067
Telephone (602) 943-7834

The Voice of Arizona's Veterans

September 1, 2017

Councilman Daniel Valenzuela
Chair: Aviation Sub-Committee
City of Phoenix

200 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003

Dear Councilman Valenzuela:
The Unified Arizona Veterans Inc., (UAV) is a consortium of
Fifty —five Veterans Service Organizations which advocates
and supports public policy and legislation in the areas of
Education, Training, Employment, Economic Opportunity,
Health and Wellness. In 2001, UAV was instrumental in the
induction of highly decorated WWI & WWII hero, U.S.Army
veteran Father Albert Braun, OFM into the Arizona Veterans
Hall of Fame. This is the highest honor accorded to a -
veteran by the Governor of Arizona. Over the past two
years we have become well acquainted with the
extraordinary efforts by Dr. Juan and Mrs. Patricia Gurule
designed to provide a-vision and framework for the
development of the Father Albert Braun Veterans Memorial
District. '

UAV in the strongest terms, supports preserving and
advancing the rich historical legacy of the barrios,
businesses, churches and neighborhoods of the Salt River
Floodplain this initiative represents. Any recommendations
that you might have concerning UAVs engagement in
moving this process forward are welcome. Thanks for your
consideration.

For the Board of Directors:

Chairman

" BIN: 90-0914161 501(c)(3) WWW.aZUav.org
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' “A Great Patriot/

Father Albert Braun, 0.F.M,,
Lieutenant Colonel, Army (1889 ~ 1983)

Father Albert Braun was born near Los Angeles, California.

He was a Franciscan Priest and recognized as one of the

great missionaries of the Southwest. He was an Army

Chaplain in World War 1 and World War Il. He was a Prisoner

of War (POW) in the Philippines during the Bataan Death

marches. In World War | Father Braun, as an Army Chaplain ¥}
® saw action in one of the bloodiest battles the American troops B
R fought. During the assault, the unarmed Chaplain stayed on
the battlefield day and night, ministering to the wounded and
dying without the protection of a weapon.

In World War Il Father Braun volunteered to go to the
Philippines and in April 1941, he was assigned to the Island
of Corregidor in Manila Bay. It was Father Braun, as a POW
for 40 months, who despite the threats of personal harm from
Japanesg officers, supervised the proper burial of the dead,
He also smuggled medicine and food to his fellow POWs.
Father Braun was liberated at Camp Omori in Tokyo Bayon
August 29, 1945. He stood over six feet tall but had wasted
from 195 pounds down to 115 pounds. He had suffered from
extreme hunger, beriberl, diphtheria, dysentery, pellagra and
several bouts of malaria. In 1949, due to poor health, he was
assigned to Phoenix, which led to his development of the
Sacred Heart Parish in the Golden Gate Barrio, South Phoenix
in 1952 at the age of 73.

Father Albert Braun, for his heroic service, was presented
with two Silver Stars, Purple Heart, and Legion af Merit,

Arizona Medal of Hono, Arizana Veterans Hall of Fame and

7% nominated for the Distinguished Service Cross. A statue of
{ Father Braun stands at the Arizona State Capitol. In the 1980's
L the Sacred Heart/Golden Gate Community was displaced and
razed, by the City of Phoenix. In honor of Father Albert Braun

and the displaced community and its many veterans; Sacred

Heart Church was left standing.

Father Albert Braun died at the age of 95 on March 6, 1983,
He is buried in the Sanctuary of St. Joseph's Church, on
the Apache Reservation, Mescalero, New Mexico. Father
Braun, as the mastermind, organized the construction of St.
Joseph’s, in 1917 and its completion In 1939. St. Joseph's
Church is a monument to Veterans of World Wars | & I, to
Father Albert Braun and the Apache Peaple.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

Dr. Juan M. Gurule & Patricia M. Gurule, former Sacred Heart/
Golden Gate Community residents/parishioners (developed
from various sources on Father Albert Braun).

AR-0008607741-01





