
 

 City of Phoenix Aviation Department  I  skyharbor.com/museum 

 For more information about the Phoenix Airport Museum call 602-273-2744.   

  

Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport highlights aviation history everywhere, even across the valley. Whether you 

are traveling or just visiting the airport, a history experience awaits. Refer to this Guide to discover various aspects of Sky 

Harborôs beginnings throughout Terminals 3 and 4, the Rental Car Center, Deer Valley and Goodyear Airports. Hereôs a 

sampling of what you can see: 

Terminals 3 & 4: 

¶ Diversify your aviation history knowledge with pop-up exhibitions, and Fly Back In Time displays that dive into the 

history of Sky Harbor (T4, Level 3). 

¶ Discover how couples became newlyweds on the airportôs premises, and learn about the dedication of Terminal 3 to 

one of Arizonaôs public servants. (T3, Level 1, south side). 

Rental Car Center: 

¶ Explore the exhibitions celebrating the once standing mid-century modern Terminal 2, and the making of a 75-foot long 

mural (Level 3, west side). 

Deer Valley Airport: 

¶ Learn about all the hands that go into making an airport successful through the exhibition At Your Service. Donôt forget 

to visit the Observation Deck. You might get to watch a plane land or takeoff. 

Goodyear Airport: 

¶ Enjoy the exhibition on view Rivets, Radials, Runways that highlights the history of Phoenix Goodyear Airport. 

 

The Phoenix Airport Museum is one of the largest and oldest airport art and aviation history programs in the country. The 

Museum showcases Arizonaôs artistic and cultural heritage, enhancing visitorsô experiences in Sky Harborôs Terminals, 

Rental Car Center, Deer Valley and Goodyear Airport.  



 

¶ Begin your Aviation History Tour at Terminal 4. Stop by the pop-up exhibition in the center of 

level 3, then venture over to the Sky Train arrival areas on both east and west ends to check out 

the Fly Back In Time photo displays.  

¶ Board the PHX Sky Train to Terminal 3. Go down to level 1 and enjoy the Historic Fly-In 

Weddings exhibition next to the display that delves into the terminalôs modernization. 

¶ Hop back on the PHX Sky Train and ride to the 44th Street Station where youôll be greeted by 

a WWI biplane.  

¶ If youôre feeling extra adventurous, drive to the Deer Valley Airport to explore the exhibition on 

display, and catch the grand views on the Observation Deck. 

¶ End your aviation history experience at the Goodyear Airport with the Rivets, Radials, and 

Runways exhibition and learn about the airportôs long history of military service.  

R.V. Thomas (left) with his plane on the 

Tonto Platform in the Grand Canyon. 

Thomas, a daredevil stunt pilot, was the 

first aviator to land a plane in the Grand 

Canyon on August 8, 1922.   



 

Former Sky Harbor Assistant Director, 

Doug Carr, pointing out the details of a 

Douglas DC-3 to a group of school 

children, 1950s. 



Historic image displays located on level 3 

Learn about Sky Harborôs historic beginnings through a quick stop at the Fly Back in Time image 

displays.  

¶ Sky Train Arrival Area East End 

¶ Sky Train Arrival Area West End 

¶ Adjacent to gallery in center of level 

¶ West of food court in center of level 

 

Trans World Airlines (TWA) 

Constellation, ñConnie,ò late 1940s. 

Bonanza Airlines Fairchild F-27, 

N149L, Flying Dart, early 1960s. 

Fly back to the 1930s-1940s for a unique view of what was once Sky Harborôs North Terminal. 

Meet the aircraft that first introduced and standardized safe, reliable and comfortable air travel, 

catch a glimpse of the Wedding Chapel that once married couples just off the runway, and 

admire an iconic aircraft nicknamed ñConnie.ò 

Board a plane to the 1950s-1980s for a birds-eye view of what was once Sky Harborôs Terminal 

2. Learn about the aircraft most responsible for ushering in the age of modern commercial air 

travel while beholding the iconic control tower, and find out about the beginnings of Bonanza 

Airlines. 



American Airlines Exhibition located on level 3 center 

Left - American Airlines  ñFlagshipò Ticket Jacket 

design 1943. 

Check out this pop-up history exhibition that pays homage to 

the airline that made commercial air travel profitable in the 

1930s with their Douglas DC-3 passenger planes, known as 

Flagships. These aircraft outfitted with sleeper berths, 

comfortable seating and luxuries such as drawing rooms, 

lavatories and fine dining brought an air of exclusivity to 

commercial air service.  

View a cloth pennant from Flagship Arizona that traveled 

millions of miles around the globe. See aircraft-shaped 

utensils that diners ate their meals with aboard the Flagship.  

Have a patriotic look at vintage American Airlines 

stewardess uniforms from the 1960s that are not only 

modern and stylish, but as American as red, white and blue. 

Donôt forget to take a picture with a life-size image of 

stewardesses from a previous era. 

Scan the QR Code located at 

this display to learn more 

about flight attendant training 

in the 1950s




































